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BASIC SCHEDULE OF ACQUISITION 
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PRE-LANGUAGE STAGES 

At around two months, the child typically begins to produce 

vocalizations called cooing. Their vocalizations consist of 

syllables, often repeated, and made up of a velar consonant 

plus a back vowel. In the babbling stage, the child produces 

word-like utterances and later the babbling becomes more 

controlled and different intonation patterns may be used. 
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ONE-WORD STAGE 

At around 12 to 18 months, children produce their first 

recognizable words. These words occur alone, in single unit 

utterances and thus the term one-word stage. A one-word 

utterance can be given different intonation expressing different 

speech acts. The first words are lexical rather than grammatical 

and generally label concrete objects or individuals that the child 

interacts with like mummy and daddy. 
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TWO-WORD STAGE 

By 18-20 months or so the child typically has an active 

vocabulary of some 50 words; this increases dramatically 

over the next few months, so that by two years of age the 

child’s vocabulary will normally increase to around two to 

three hundred. New kinds of meaning begin to appear later in 

this stage, including actor-action as in (mummy eat, daddy 

see). 
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TELEGRAPHIC SPEECH 

Multiple word utterances usually make 

their first appearance sometime during the 

third year of life. In this stage, function 

words and morphemes such as preposition 

begin to appear. 
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BASIC MASTERY 

By four or five years of age, most children have 

acquired a basic mastery of their language. 

Their vocabulary will stand at well over 1000 

items, and the basic systems of phonology, 

morphology and syntax will be in place. 
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CONTINUED ACQUISITION 

Language acquisition continues throughout life. This 

is especially true a lexical items, which continue to be 

acquired in adulthood, although at a much slower rate 

than for the two year old child. In addition, some 

aspects of grammar take a longer time than other for 

children to acquire. 
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LANGUAGE IN ITS BIOLOGICAL CONTEXT 

The human language cannot be learnt by any other species that is 

why newborn babies can learn their native languages easily. A 

baby’s brain is able to learn and adapt to his/her mother’s tongue 

easily. It is also important to note that the human language is 

unique in a way which entails that man can acquire and animals 

do not have the ability to speak even after extensive training in 

various laboratories across the continents. Animal communication 

defers from human method of communication.  
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LANGUAGE IN ITS BIOLOGICAL CONTEXT 

A child by the age of five is expected to have acquired a particular 

language especially his mother tongue and should have a mastery 

of a language or more. Deformity or down syndrome and other 

forms of genetic disorder can affect a child’s ability to speak a 

particular language effectively. Animals communicate but do not 

make use of language. According to Chomsky, “Communication 

refers to an effort to get people to understand what one means”. 

In conclusion, it is only humans that make use of language to 

communicate. 
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Thanks for reading!!! 


